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Abusing Science is a manual for intellectual self-defense, the most complete available for

presenting the case against Creationist pseudo-science.
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This is an older book, but it still remains the classic refutation of Scientific Creationism. While many

new discoveries have been made in the nearly two decades since this work first appeared, Kitcher

still provides a valuable inquiry into the tactics of the Scientific Creationists, and exposes the vacuity

of their arguments soundly.This is true because much of this book explains the philosophy of

science, and the scientific method, rather than relying on detailed expositions of particular scientific

findings. Kitcher exposes the great difference that exists between the very natures of science and

creationism.Kitcher examines the main arguments of creationists, and describes why they are

wrong. But more importantly, he looks carefully at their tactics, and illustrates their essential

dishonesty.For instance, Creationist literature is full of comments taken out of context from

mainstream scientists, in an attempt to make it look like those scientists believe something very

different than what they actually believe. He shows how both Gish and Morris, arguably the two

most popular creationists, use this tactic repeatedly.For example, Gish discusses the work of A.W.

Crompton, who demonstrated in 1978 and 1979 how the bones of the mammalian ear developed

from the jawbones of reptiles. He then declares, "Kermack and his co-workers now reject this idea."

Gish neglects to tell us, however, that Kermack's hypothesis was published in 1968 and 1973, a full

decade before Crompton's work, which, of course, superceded it.Likewise, Morris quotes G.G.



Simpson's "The Major Features of Evolution" as saying that most new species appear suddenly in

the fossil record in an attempt to demonstrate his assertion that no transitional fossils exist.
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